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Biographies
PHILADELPHIA BRASS
John Ilika, trombone, grew up in Indiana and Minnesota. After obtaining
a B.A. in Music Education from Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, he spent
three years playing in the Maracaibo Symphony in Venezuela, leaving in
1984 after the economy there collapsed. A brief stint as a graduate student
at the Philadelphia College of the Performing Arts brought him to the
attention of musical Philadelphia, and he has since worked with every
major performing group in and around that city, including the Philadelphia
Orchestra. He is currently principal trombone for the Delaware Symphony,
the Reading Symphony and Opera Delaware, spends his summers at the
Eastern Music Festival in Greensboro, NC and is instructor of trombone at
the Community College of Philadelphia. An avid cook and bread chef,
John enjoys his domestic life in Suburban Ambler, PA.
Trumpeter Brian Kuszyk divides his time between Philadelphia and Paris,
where his wife's family lives. While at home in Philadelphia, he performs
with the Opera Company of Philadelphia and the Concerto Soloists
Chamber Orchestra. He is also a regular extra player with the Philadelphia
Orchestra. In the region, he has been principal trumpet of the Opera
Festival of New Jersey since 1989, and also performs with the Bethlehem
Bach Festival and the Reading Symphony. Along with numerous national
TV and radio credit, Brian has also recorded on the RCA and Argo/London
labels. Recent tours have taken him to Portugal and Germany. His musical
education was completed at Temple University, where he studied with
Seymour Rosenfeld. His education in the French language is ongoing.
Grant W. Moore, II, the tubist and only remaining founding member of
Philadelphia Brass, is a busy freelance tuba soloist and clinician in the
Mid-Atlantic region. Formerly the principal tuba of the Harrisburg and
Lancaster Symphonies and of the famed River City Brass Band in
Pittsburgh, he has lately forsaken the Pennsylvania Turnpike and works
mostly in the area between Washington, D.C. and eastern Pennsylvania. A
dedicated educator, he is instructor of tuba at Elizabethtown and Moravian
Colleges and works often with high school players, as well. Grant is also a
devoted oenologist whose advice is sought eagerly by his less knowledge-
able colleagues at post-concert dinners. He is a graduate of the Indiana
University of Pennsylvania.
Biographies continued
Horn player Martin Webster also divides his time between playing and
teaching. He is currently a member of Solisti New York Chamber
Orchestra, the Northeastern Pennsylvania Philharmonic, the Hancock
Chamber Players, the Settlement Contemporary Players and the Eastern
Philharmonic. He teaches horn at Lehigh University and Moravian
College and at the Eastern Music Festival, and coaches chamber music at
the Settlement Music School in Philadelphia. His career has included
work with the Philadelphia Orchestra, the New Jersey Symphony and the
RAI Symphony Orchestra in Torino, Italy. He has also appeared at the
Marlboro, Aspen and Mostly Mozart festivals. He was for many years the
artistic director of Hancock Concerts in Philadelphia. Martin is a certified
teacher of the Alexander Technique and has lately begun writing music for
his tolerant colleagues in Philadelphia Brass. He holds degrees from
Carnegie Mellon and Temple universities.
Lawrence Wright, trumpet, is a native of Princeton, NJ. He is a Phi Beta
Kappa graduate of Denison University and the Juilliard School, where he
earned his Masters Degree as a student of William Vacchiano and Mel
Broiles. Now a resident of Bethlehem, PA, he is principal trumpet of the
Bethlehem Bach Festival, the Lehigh Valley Chamber Orchestra, the
Pennsylvania Sinfonia and the Allentown Symphony. He serves on the
faculties of Lehigh University and Moravian College and the Kinhaven
Music School. Larry has performed with the Metropolitan Opera Com-
pany, the New Jersey Symphony and the Festival of Two Worlds in
Spoleto, Italy, and has recorded often for radio and TV. Solo appearances
included performances with the Bethlehem Bach Festival, the Pennsylva-
nia Sinfonia, the Lehigh Valley Chamber Orchestra, the Allentown Band,
the Orchestra of the State of Mexico and the Schuylkill Symphony. He
counts collaborations with Arleen Auger, Sylvia McNair, Emanuel Ax and
Menahem Pressler among his happiest musical memories.
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Philadelphia Brass: History
Philadelphia Brass was formed in 1988 by free-lance professional
musicians of Eastern Pennsylvania to pursue their common goals:
Performing the best of brass quintet literature of all periods and
styles, and of educating the public to the pleasures, subtleties, and
complexities of chamber music. Since its inceptions, PB has
collaborated in performances with bands, choruses, organists,
dancers and clowns, performed educational programs for youth
from Kindergarten through college age, and for adults of all ages,
lectured and demonstrated on subjects as diverse as What Makes
Brass Instruments Go and What Makes the Music of Bach Great,
performed recitals in virtually all settings and conducted residencies
lasting from a few days to several years.
Critics and public alike have enthusiastically praised the appealing
diversity of repertoire, humorous and informative educational
programs, technical virtuosity and superb musicality of the en-
semble. Its master classes have been called "excellent and sensi-
tively handled" and the ensemble's playing praised as "artistry of
the highest calibre and dazzling technique" by presenter. The press
and public radio have said of the group's recitals: "dazzling"
remarkable music and musicianship" "scintillating virtuosity", and
"(playing) with a cohesiveness seldom heard in live chamber
music". The esteemed American composer Daniel Pinkham has
written that Philadelphia Brass is "the most artistic brass quintet
before the public today."
The ensemble produced its first CD, Renaissance and Baroque, in
1993. The second and third CDs, Joan Lippincott and Philadelphia
Brass, and Christmas, which included a work by J.A.C. Redford
commissioned by Philadelphia Brass, were released in 1994 and
'95. The ensemble has toured extensively, performing recitals in
London, England, and the Southern and Mid-western United States,
where they premiered Daniel Pinkham's Creation of the World, a
work for brass, organ, choir, and narrator, co-commissioned by
Philadelphia Brass and 13 presenters across the country. 1995 was
marked the first year of their on-going residency at LeHigh Univer-
sity.
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